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Closures pile up, economy squeezed 


Primaries in some states delayed, others soldier on 


Gina Barton 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Shortages in testing supplies and 
blood donors strained the state’s re- 
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic as 
the number of confirmed cases in Wis- 
consin climbed to 90 Tuesday. 


That number is likely an undercount. 
Several people with concerning symp- 
toms, including fever, cough and short- 
ness of breath, told the Journal Sentinel 
they have been denied testing. Even 
when swabs are collected, state health 
officials may not have enough chemicals 
to analyze them all. 

Milwaukee, Dane and Kenosha coun- 


ties have seen the virus transmitted via 
“community spread,” meaning people 
have contracted the virus even though 
they have not recently traveled or come 
into contact with anyone who has tested 
positive. One person, a Dane County 
resident, has recovered. 

The widening pandemic has killed 
more than 7,500 people worldwide. 


See VIRUS, Page 13A 
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Medical staff check in patients at the coronavirus testing drive-through tent at Froedtert & the Medical College of 


Wisconsin in Pleasant Prairie on Tuesday. ANGELA PETERSON / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Tests for coronavirus 
hard to find in Wisconsin 


Patients don’t qualify 
despite symptoms 


Rory Linnane, Matt Piper 
and Maria Perez 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


As coronavirus threatens to over- 
whelm the state’s health system, many 
Wisconsin residents told the Journal 
Sentinel they have not been able to get 
tested despite having concerning symp- 
toms — fever, coughing and sometimes 
shortness of breath. 

Even health care workers with symp- 
toms are struggling to get tested. Their 
experiences underscore the uncertainty 
of how widespread COVID-19 already is 
in Wisconsin. 

Patients say they’ve been told there 
aren't enough tests. They say they’ve 
been told they don’t qualify because 
they havent traveled abroad, or they 
aren't in a population at high risk for 
needing a ventilator or having other se- 
rious health consequences. 


Aurora Sinai Medical Center has set up a tent next to the ambulance bay of its 
emergency department. RICK WOOD / MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


With a shortage in critical testing 
supplies, the state’s public lab in Madi- 
son drew a new line Sunday night, ask- 
ing clinicians to restrict testing to “those 
where the results would make a signifi- 
cant impact on (patient) care.” 

The continuing shortage comes more 


than a week after President Donald 
Trump told reporters “anybody that 
wants a test can get a test.” The first 
cases of coronavirus emerged late last 
year in China. 


See TESTS, Page 12A 


Canceled 
blood drives 
put strain 
on supply 


Versiti, Red Cross screen 
those entering centers 


Mark Johnson milwaukee Journal Sentinel! 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Jerome Gottschall has been in- 
volved in the business of securing life- 
saving blood for hospitals for 40 years 
and has never seen such a serious 
threat to the supply as that posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“This has the potential for being the 
most serious longterm shortage of 
blood in American history,” said Gott- 
schall, senior medical director at Ver- 
siti Blood Center of Wisconsin, which 
collects 60% to 70% of all the blood 
used in Wisconsin hospitals. 

Gottschall said the center had 50 
mobile blood drives canceled in 
March alone, costing the state about 
1700 units of blood. This would 
translate to a loss of 20% to 25% of all 
the blood the center expected to 


See BLOOD, Page 13A 


@ USA TODAY 


You’ve got questions. 
We’re here for you. 


Follow coverage from our 261 
daily news operations of 
coronavirus news, the response, 
the economic impact, 
cancellations and how you can 
keep yourself, your family and 
your community safe with our 
“Nation’s Health” content at 
coronavirus.usatoday.com 
and INSIDE 


Bulaga, Martinez leave Packers 


The Packers lose a pair of free agents: 
Bryan Bulaga heads to the Chargers and 
Blake Martinez to the Giants. Sports, 1B 


Biden wins Florida, Illinois 


Joe Biden won the Florida and Illinois 
primaries Tuesday, delivering another 
blow to Bernie Sanders. News, 10A 


Weather 


High 43° I Low 35° 
Rain. 
Forecast, 10B 
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